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Visions of Discovery 
New Light on Physics, Cosmology, and Consciousness 

• Edited by: Raymond Y. Chiao, University of California, Berkeley 
• Edited by: Marvin L. Cohen, University of California, Berkeley 
• Edited by: Anthony J. Leggett, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
• Edited by: William D. Phillips 
• Edited by: Charles L. Harper, Jr 

View All Contributors 

• Charles H. Townes, Freeman J. Dyson, Roy J. Glauber, John L. Hall, Theodore W. 
Hansch, Wolfgang Ketterle, John L. Heilbron, Peter L. Galison, Michio Kaku, Frank 
Wilczek, Yakir Aharonov, Jeffrey Tollaksen, David J. Gross, Anthony J. Leggett, Raphael 
Bousso, Steven S. Gubser, Adrian T. Lee, Marc Kamionkowski, Saul Perlmutter, Reinhard 
Genzel, Antoine Labeyrie, Raymond Y. Chiao, Brian G. Keating, Ahmed H. Zewail, 
Steven Chu, J. Ignacio Cirac, Marvin L. Cohen, Jun Ye, Mann Solja6i6, George F. R. Ellis, 
Anton Zeilinger, Gerald M. Edelman, Christof Koch, Klaus Hepp, Robert C. Bishop, 
Nancy L. Cartwright, Nanccy Murphy, Max Tegmark, Paul C. W. Davies, Vaclav Smil, 
William T. Newsome, Robert J. Russell, Gerald Gabrielse 

• Hardback 

• ISBN: 9780521882392 
• Publication date: October 2010 

• 826 pages 

• 185 b/w illus. 

• Dimensions: 247 x 174 mm 

• Weight: 1.75 kg 

• In stock 
50.0097805218823920GB£ 
• £50.00 

World-leading researchers, including Nobel Laureates and rising young stars, examine some of 
the most important and fundamental questions at the forefronts of modern science, philosophy, 
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and theology, taking into account recent discoveries from a range of fields. This fascinating book 
is ideal for anyone seeking answers to deep questions about the universe and human life. The 
remarkable career of Charles H. Townes, inventor of the maser and laser for which he shared the 
1964 Nobel Prize in Physics, has spanned seven decades. His interests have ranged from the 
origin of the Universe to the structure of molecules, always focusing on the nature of human life. 
Honouring his work, this book explores the most basic questions of science, philosophy, and the 
nature of existence: How did the Universe begin? Why do the fundamental constants of nature 
have the values they do? What is human consciousness, and do we have free will? 
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• Explores the most basic questions in science and philosophy such as: How did the Universe 
begin? What is human consciousness? ... and others 

• Contains contributions from world-leading researchers, including Nobel Laureates and rising 
young stars 
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application of scientific discovery to human life 
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