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Troubling questions from Dubai

By Haaretz Editorial
=
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If Israel is behind last month's assassination of senior Hamas official Mahmoud al-
Mabhouh, it may be assumed that anybody who tried to appropriate some of the
glory regrets it now. Dubai's police investigation may present the Israeli
government and intelligence community with tough questions, even if the
government did not take responsibility for the assassination, which the foreign
press attributes to the Mossad. What at first seemed like a "clean” operation
turned out to be wracked by negligent mishaps.

First of all, did the goal and outcome justify the risk of carrying out a hit in a
moderate Arab country and of exposing the intelligence community's modus
operandi? Or did the operational opportunity to get rid of an individual responsible
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for past terror attacks and current weapons smuggling encourage those who
approve and carry out such actions to waive some of the rules of caution?

Second, in a tense pericd in which lsrael is trading threats of war with Iran and its
allies in the region, should Israel be goading the enemy instead of maintaining
restraint?

Fadventisement

Third, is it right, because of this hit, to embarrass the authorities in the United
Arab Emirates, who share with |srael the fear of the lranian threat? Fourth, in
preparation for the operation, were the risks of exposure and restrictions on
similar future actions taken into account?

Fifth, is there justification in damaging relations with friendly European countries
whose passports were used by Mabhouh's assassins?

Sixth, is it proper to place in harm's way the lsraelis whose identities were
astensibly stolen and used by the assassins? The fear of identity theft recalls dark
regimes, and such an action seems to do disproportionate damage.

Should all Jews considering coming to live in Israel from the West be concerned
that their names might be linked with espionage and terror incidents throughout
the world? Stricter security rules at airports and border crossings make things
harder on the intelligence services. But does the response require endangering
the liberty, and perhaps even the lives, of civilians whose identities were used
without their knowledge in a secret operation?

All these questions, particularly the claims of identity theft, need to be closely
scrutinized. Lessons must be learned for the future, and the findings must be

exposed to the light of day.
[
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Related articles :

* Report: Dubai nammows down six more suspects in Hamas assassination
* Hamas probing Dubai murder with help of Iran and Syria

* 10, including 3 women, took part in Dubai Hamas assassination’

* |srael has nothing to worry about over Dubai killing
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 good questions
WOW: anymore questions???
Seventh -

"..REQUIRE ENDANGERING...EVEN
THE LIVES..."

"No" is the answer to all 6 questions
Dubai

FAT Chance

Stolen identity

1 would not call Britian Friendly

my guess? iran did it

Netanyahu did it again

Dubai

A few more troubling question

Bibi never learns

NOW WE CANNOT SLEEP
hammas terror

No, it's not troubling

What lessons?
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. Dubai’s vaunted police work

If Mossad isn’t responsible...
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IT it were Osama Bin Laden
Identity theft

Well, I Hope Israel Didn t Have A Hand
In It..

Dubai

. Conspiracics... conspiracies.....

Evervone simply assumes that Mossad did
it

Dubai

Martin/London

Troubling gquestions from London.

Martin #21 _ ves, that is my take also
bye bye Israel!

To all cringers here : 2 Brits bombed
cofee shop "Mike” in TA

"does the response reguire endangering
civilians?"

British Olim not forgiven for Mandate
Dubai wet job

i still doubt very much that isracl is
behind it

time to strip Mossad of its license to kill ..
Open license to kill wheever/where ever?

The whaole business of assassinations is
troubling anyway

It"s mot Mossad, it's Santa Claus
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