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Why U.S. Health Care Is Obscenely 

Expensive, In 12 Charts 
Katy Hall & Jan Diehm: 10/03/2013 

The U.S. leads the world in health care spending, but we don't live very long, and going to the doctor is 
so expensive that we don't do it very often. So where is the money going? 

Not toward obesity-related diseases or unnecessary tests and treatments, as the writer John 
Green pointed out in a recent video explainer. From Lipitor to childbirth to colonoscopies --
everything just costs a whole lot. 

As congressional Republicans continue to keep the federal government closed following misguided 
attempts to defund the most significant health care reform in decades, here are some illustrations of the 
wasteful spending. 

The U.S. spends more on health care than 
other industrialized countries. 
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It's not all private spending. U.S. taxpayers foot much of the 
bill, even though most don't get subsidized health care. 

Public expenditures on health per capita 
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Health care spending has grown much faster than the rest 
of the economy in recent decades. 
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Despite high spending, Americans don't go to the doctor 
very frequently. 

United United 
Japan Germany Canada Aussie, Kingdom States Mexico 

6.7 
7.4 

5.0 
4.1 

9.7 Doctors consultations per capita. 2011 

13.1 

Now.; Dui w Irom :III 1 or nom( yen 
Source OECD Heakh (Ma 2r/ I 3 

2.7 

THE HUFFING-TON POST 

Hospital stays in the U.S. aren't long but cost more than 
those in other countries. 

Average length of Hospital spading III 
hospital stay in days, 2011 per discharge, 2008
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Commonly prescribed drugs are very expensive in the U.S. 
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So it's not surprising how much the average 
American's prescriptions cost. 

Pntstripoon spending per capita. 2011 
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Surgery is also pricey. 
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And hospital visits for chronic conditions are common. 
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Despite high rates of hospitalization for chronic conditions, 
outcomes in the U.S. aren't good. 
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Americans don't live longer than people in countries 
that spend much less on health care. 
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Health care spending is projected to nearly double 
in the next decade. 
In billions 
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Infogrophics by Jon Diehm for The Huffington Post. 
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