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24 Drayton Park
Highbury
London

N5 1NF

Dear, m,( E’Dd@gﬂ«

As a supporter and philanthropist of higher education in the United States | thought | would reach
out to see if your foundation could be of any assistance to an initiative to improve higher education
in Africa.

| recently penned an article (attached) stating why | thought Africa needed an elite ‘lvy League’
higher education institution to reverse rock bottom standards and assure its future. | received good
feedback and subsequently decided to set up an initiative to explore turning this into reality.

For a novice this is obviously daunting but immensely exciting thinking of the potential end result. |
am thus in the process of reaching out to organisations or philanthropists who may consider
supporting this initiative. Not necessarily financial at this stage but contacts who may be interested
in a new project or simply advice from organisations/foundations who have been involved in funding
and higher education about potential courses of actions

| do hope you get a chance to read the article and let me know your thoughts.
sincerely,

Sharif Labo.
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Why Africa Needs Its Own Ivy League
Institution :

Africa i suffering from high graduate unemployment and many of its best students and
researghers are fiociing overseas, Could an Alrican elite university tum this around?

ARTHCLE | 20 APRIL 2003 - 4,10PW | BY SMARW LABD

Casual readers of opfimistic
headlines about Afnca's high
growth rates and record
levels of loreign investment
might be forgiven for thinking
all is well on the continent -
of al least that, with ‘Africa
Rising’, all will be well bafone
oo long, But many of the
perspectives and figures
undarlying these simplistic
narraiives obscure the
complex reality of riging
inequality, sucoess in onky

certain specific seclors, and - crucially — jobless growth.

Indeed, on the conlinent isell, there is a rising sense thal Africa’s growth iSn' creating enough
jobs for the milicns enering the labaur market each year, By some eslimates, 50% of young
rpaoola in South Afica, and 404 in Kanya and the DRC, are’ unemployed. In Nigeria,
approximatety 30 milllon youths are jobless. And the Intemational Labour Organisation estimates
that in 2012, 247 milion workers in sub-Saharan Africa were in vulnerable employment. Also
worrying is the fact thal having an education does nol seem lo help, In response ko an advert for
100 drivers in Nigeria lasi year, the Dangote Group recefved 13,000 applicants inchuding 8,460
wilh bachalor degrees, 704 with masiers and 8 with PhDs. With Africa’s youth population
expecied o double by 2045, this could prove fo be a ticking lime bomb; one only needs to look af
he likes of Tunisia and Egypt for a forewaming of whal a growing numbers of highly-educated
unemgioyed young people can lead lo

Broadly-speaking, there are two ways of looking al the problem: 1) the econemy's demand for
labour isn'l sufficiently strong to generaie encugh jobs because growth isn't fast enough andior
the sectors which are growing are nof labour intensive enough; or 2) the supply of patential
workers fsn't appropriately educaled and skilled for ihe jobs that could be available

Ins reality, both are Irue. However, the latter can influence the former, and il is the latier to which
we will mow turn,

Seeking studles overseas

As high levels of unemployment amongsi graduales suggesis, Alrican universifies ase churming
oul armies of job seekars rather than job creators, Higher education does not even appear to be
comelated with higher amplayment in a number of places. In Uganda, for example, 15% of
Ugandan graduales are Unemploved, compansd 1o 7% of secondary school keavers. And in
Migeria, graduales ane 5% less ikely to be employad than those wilh just a basic education,

On top of this, many of Africa’s besl sludents are choosing to study abroad. According to figures
from 2008, ane out of every sixiesn students in sub-Saharan Africa is enrolled outside the
continent, and some countries even have more sludenls abroad than al home. Nigerian students
are estimated to gpend $500 million annually in Western universities, a staggerning 70% of the
national university budget.

http://thinkafricapress.com/society/why-africa-needs-its-own-ivy-league-institution 10/05/2013
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Why Africa Needs [ts Own Ivy League Institution | Think Africa Press

But it's not just students who have fled. Half the continent’s researchers, aceording o estimates,
are in Europe, driven abroad by poor faciities and salaries up to 20 limes lower. Unsurprisingly
then, Africa's oulpul of research is amongst ihe lowes! giobally.

So whal's gone wrong? To star with, invesiment has nol kept up with the growth in student
numiers. Between 1991 and 2005, Ine number of students in higher education gxploded from
2.7 million 1o 8.3 milkgn, a growth of 16% annually, bul expenditure only grew by 6%; investmenl

has rémained at 20% of educational budgets

Meanwhile, funding from international donors has increasingly concentrated on basic education,
beligving this is the basl way o alleviate povarty. In the [ate-1980s. 17% of the World Bank's
global gducational spending used to be focused on higher education, but this had declinad to 7%
by the late-1980s.

Thig might suggest that the solulion to Africa's higher education problems |s simply mare funding.
This is undoubtedly important, but alone u:-ill nol be sufficient Giving campuses a fregh ok of
paint and new computers isn't suddenty going to attract leading scholars and students ahead of
the global competition.

Africa's Ivy League
Instead, a more radical shift 1s needed 1o give Alfica’s teriary education a boost. One possibility
is bullding an African ‘lvy League’ institution.

The US is what it is today in large part because it advances the most revolutionary science and is
home to ground-treaking firms. Instiutions ke Stanford University and the Massachusatts
institute of Technaotogy (MIT) have been instrumental in this process by attracting the brightest
from across the globe to solve the hardest problems.

If Africa had such an elite institution, il could potentially altract leading scholars, train students
with the: skills society needs, and hedp reverse the brain drain and capital Aight, Perhaps mast
importantly, it could also act as a beacon of excellence for others colleges on the continend,

Many will no doubt quastion the wisdom of concantrating funds on ane univarsity when it could
be disbursed amaongst meny, but the current system clearly does nod seem 1o be mmlng. and

Ihe benefit of alile institutions alsewhers — economically, socially and in raising 1he standard for
education mee broadly — 1S plain to see, Stanford University’s alumni, for example, have lounded
companies that generate more than §2.7 trillion in annual revenue = aquivalant (o the 10th
largest economy in the world = while MIT's alumni have sales of $2 trilion. Crucially, these
benefits are spraad nationally and globally.

Furtharmara, thare are sirong pragmatic reasons an Alrican elite university should be appealing.
Al the magement, the mos! prestigious African journals are published in Oxford and Yale but surely
it would be more practical to do research on Africa in Africa. Studies into tropical diseasas,
agniculture and public policy would surely be best conducted on the continent $0 academics can
work wilh professionals at the coallace.

A worthy challenge

The battieground of the future will be fought on ideas and technology. Many countries are
preparing for this by investing in institutions modelied on the workd's best. Qadar invited and
funded Gegrgetown and Comell Universities bo set up saleliite campuses in Doha, The King
Abdullah University of Science and Technology in Saudi Arabia opened in 2009 with a 10 billion
endowment and has fecruited fs leaders from institulions such as the Cahfomnia Enghitute of
Technology (currently the \pp-ranked university globally). China is investing $250 bilion a year in
building a world-class education system, and the rise of Asia has notably been accompanied by a
corresponding fige to prominence of Asian universites. Meanwhibe, in Africa, only one university
= the: University of Cape Town — is ranked in the world's lop 200 -

Crealing an African elife wniversity able to compete with the world's best will undoubtedly be
immensely challenging. Many millions would need bo be raised, and the funnelling of resources
inla ane institulion could necessarily mean leas funding for other initialives. In fact, pullBt:._ﬂ.l and
financially, a reghsnal instituticn may make more sense than & national or pan-continental one.
Furthermare, given inlense global competition, |t is hardly a foregone conclusion that the best
students and researchers would immediately rush bo enol. Buflding a gleaming campes is ane
thina bul buildinag a reoulation for excellence is necessarily a long-lenm orolect,
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However, despite the challenges, this would ba a praject worth striving for. In a global
marketpiace where human capital is increasingly the diferentiator, Africa needs its own incubalor
of ideas to compete and kick-siar the reform of higher education. An elite university that Alrcans
can be prowd of could make a real sustainable difference to the continent and provide a lasting
legacy for the future of Africa

Think Afica Press welcomes inquides regarding the mpublicabion of its ardcles, If you wouid ke o
rapublish this or any ofher aricle for re-print, syndicalion or educaiional purposes, please

confact goifor® ihinkafcapress. com

For further reading around the subject see.

o . Africa’s Twng-Speed
Afriea’s Jobless Mg "?al:ﬁ"mﬂ: Educalion and
Growth? e Classrooms without
Wil Decide
Windls.
About O Author s
Sharif Labo

Sharifl is @ MSc sthudent at the LSE with a BSc in Economics from the University of Sumey. He
can be contacted at

ADD NEW
COMMENT

Comments

by Desne Mass on 23 Aprl 2013 - S:48pm

‘What aboul Soulh Afica's Business Schools - GIBS, UCT G5B, Stellenbosch GSB and WITS Dusinass
School ae all world-class and exiremnedy highly regarded ilematicnally. GIBS normatly does parliculady

weall in the FT rankings...

by Shanl Laba on 25 Apnl 2013 - B.33pm

Desne: The article does mention LUCT is in the lop 200 Thmes Global Linkversity ranking but generally
South Africa doas land io be the exceplion rather than the rulé in Sub-Saharan Afica oh & range of
issues inchuding education.

by Lo on 24 Apil 2013 - 8 51pm

Thanks far your aricles, Sharif. The African Regional lniialive in Science and Educalion {RIZE) works
Iersaeda e same goals of reversing brain drain and supporiing @ culure of research excellence on he
conlinenl, RISE uses the network madel and leverages the sirengths of science depariments al multiple
wniversilies and 'u'l-!.lluh“ 1o irmin shudents, |f you'né inberestsd, you can resd mons aboul it at

hitp:iisig.ias, edulrise. T
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