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| mhe 8:30am press screening at the Palais of the eagerly awaited "We Need to Talk
About Kevin" directed by Lynne Ramsay. Tilda Swinton gives a tour de force performance as a
mother whose life is shattered after her teenage son goes on a killing spree at his high school.

That night Sony Classics’ "Restless", Gus Van Sant's latest exploration of smart but troubled
young people premieres. Dennis Hopper's 20-year-old talented son, Henry stars as a moody kid
obsessed with death in a quirky relationship with “ Mia Wasikowska.

At the _ the Independent Filmmaker Project and Calvin Klein party is being
hosted by Francisco Costa and IFP's Joana Vicente, The event honors women in Cannes

mcludlng jury memher Uma Thurman "Tree of Life's" Jessica Chastam_
""" C ly Browning, Julia Leigh

Friday, May 13

of the controversial documentary "Unlawful Killing,” the un-
apologetically one-sided view of conspiracy theories ahout the death of Princess Diana and her
boyfriend Dodi Fayed in the fatal 1999 car crash in Paris. t ' erence at the Carlton
guestions challenging the accuracy. Moha \ iid five million dollars
to underwrite the entire film which tries to prove Prince Phlhp murdered Al-Fayed’s son because
he was a Muslim. The film is banned in England.

The Weinstein Company throws a packed cocktail party for buyers and media at the Martinez to

showcase the clip . Victoria Parker greets me. COO David Glasser
introduces Harvey Weinstein who ‘ Quentin Tarantino's "Djange Unchained,” Paul
Thomas Anderson's "The Master", 5II‘|"IDI'| Curtls s "M',r W‘eek w:th Marllvn and Dawd D
Russell's "Silver Linings Playbook". ! o ror on’t Know

TWC's acquisition of "The Iron Lady" starring Meryl S5treep as Britain's only female Prime
Minister, Margaret Thatcher has early Oscar buzz for Streep based on a four minute trailer
showing Meryl's extraordinary ability to assume Mrs, Thatcher's tone of voice and pattern of
speech. Would one expect less from the world's most gifted actress?

Saturday, May 14

Anocther 8:30am press screening and w "Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger
Tides.” Captain Jack Sparrow is back and this time he's looking for the Fountain of Youth. (Who
isn't?)
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50, the trick is how to be in two places at once. The
entire film at 8:30am and repeat half the film at 6:30pm.

Russian billionaire Len Blavatnik and Harvey Weinstein Len's yacht My
Odessa to celebrate the festival.

Skinny Melanie Griffith is in skinny jeans accessorized with sparkling light blue stone and
diamond earrings, matching necklace and ring - from Antonio Banderas for their 15th
anniversary,

answer,

my email about being the surprise finale at Naomi
Campbell's Fashion for MNaomi is on the boat ready to kill me for
pushing Jane. Jane says her emails and that's a very interesting idea. A nano second
later Naomi and Jane are organizing fittings and it's a done deal.

| ask Jane Fonda why

It's another night of bedlam on the red carpet for the "Pirates" premiere. | sit next to Jane who
is wearing a Chopard 53.5-carat diamond necklace with a whopping 160-carat cushion-cut blue
sapphire pendant. We are right in front of the cast's reserved seat

Johnny Depp (no one cooler), Penelope Cruz (no one more beautiful), lan
McShane, Geoffrey Rush, Rob Marshall, Jerry Bruckheimer (no one richer) and Keith Richards
(he could be cooler than Depp but not richer than Jerry) dutifully pose and smile.

Guests include
honoree Jeremy Thomas, Paul Allen with a new book out "Idea Man,”

| Vanessa Hudgens, Boris Becker, Kevin
Spacey, Christian Louboutin, Dominic Cooper, Glen Close and Emily Browning and Max Irons
canoodling on the terrace.

In walks Linda and Jerry Bruckheimer...followed by Rob Marshall and Johnny Depp. The lounge
is heating up.
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DeNiro is the Godfather, but mysterious and beautiful Depp is the matinee idol. Depp settles on
the terrace with Rob Marshall and Disney 5tudios chief Rich Ross. Producer Graham King
oversees the scene because he's got Depp on a plane to London the next day to start shooting
his blockbuster, "Dark Shadows," directed by Tim Burton.

After 2:00am a gang of young come off Steven Spielberg's new yacht. My first kid-to-adult kiss
comes from director Jake Paltrow and wife, art-photographer, Taryn Simon. They are headed to
London shortly because she has a show at the Tate.

a Spiel als kiss. She tell it st iday and her boyfriend of two
years, Max Winkler (son of Henry and director uf Ceremnnv"} has given her a little
jewelry...nothing like Antonio's gifting to Melanie or Jane's Chopard stuff, but it's real.

The Godfather's circle, the Pirates entourage and the children of the beloved famous are having

so much fun and are saddened when the hotel bar tenders blink the lights at 3:00am and throw
everyone out.

Sunday, May 15

Lunch around the pool _ ;i . - Darane, where
Mick Jagger is the annual huuse guest Jeanisa Iarge eccentric Italian mvestur who chronicles
his every social move with a tiny camera. Italian Vogue Editor Franca Sozzani, L'Wren Scott and
Mick Jagger lounge on double outdoor day beds. Others chatting are Lawrence Bender, Bob De
Niro, Denise Rich, Mia Wasikowska, Henry Hopper and Google CEO Eric Schmidt.

Bob, Grace and their 13-year-old son Elliot, Fiona and Art Linson, —

_ and | get a private tour frﬂm Micrnsnﬂ -::o-fnunder Paul Allen cf h:'s 414 funt boat M.Y.

- tarctic. : r.annnt resist cllmblng lnto the ?E"UW submarlne
and sﬂtmg in the captam s seat.

- "Martha Marcy May Marlene starring 22-year-old ingénue Elizabeth Olsen, sister of
24-year-old billionaire twins Mary Kate and Ashley.

_ Fox Searchlight's Nancy Utley and Stephen Giulia know they

have a serious hit.

Monday, May 16

of Terrence Malick's artistic "Tree of Life.” This is the film to see. The
press jumping barricades in a punching frenzy, arrive early enough to take a power nap in their
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coveted seats. The film is a visual sensation set in a small town in Central Texas in the mid-
1950's about a family led by a stern father, Brad Pitt, and a beatific mother, Jessica Chastain,
raising three boys.

At the press conference the beatific Brad Pitt, dressed in white is charming as he uncomfortably
explains that his famously private director is just too shy to come talk to them. Producer Bill
Pohlad explains Sean Penn is en-route from his humanitarian work in Haiti, The press is pissed.

Wendi Murdoch party at the Carlton to promote

. Wendi poses for photos with Gwen Stefani, Gavin Rosdale, Shala Monrogque

Amid red carpet hysteria, again minus Malick, Brad leads Jessica Chastain and Sean Penn up the
Palais steps. He surprisingly turns on his heels, descends and treks back to the street. Out of
nowhere Angelina emerges onto the carpet in a low cut strapless Versace Brown gown slit to
reveal her entire perfect leg.

As the king and queen of fame they slowly work the walk and give their adoring subjects every
ounce of drama and glamour they have been panting for.

_ Naomi Campbell's all-star Fashion for Relief show benefiting those
affected by the devastating tsunami in north Japan. Leave it to super model Naomi to pull off a
Cannes red-carpet event opposite "Tree of Life."

Co-host Franca Sozzani helps style the models backstage. The girls include Karolina Kurkova,
Yasmin Le Bon, Nadja Auermann, Sesilee Lopez, Japanese model Tao Okamoto, Rosario Dawson
and Grace Hightower. It is 73-year-old Jane Fonda, 50 years older than any runway girl, who
steals the show as the surprise finale in a white see-thru lace Marchesa gown. The crowd erupts
as Jane sashays past Harvey Weinstein who is pointing to his wife Georgina Chapman and
proudly mouthing, "this is the designer!"

Tuesday, May 17
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Wednesday, May 18

At the morning screening of t
Melancholia, a planet hidden behind the sun and is : \ ] rth
_ news. At the press conference, Danish director Lars von Trier announces, "D K., I m
a Nazi." sending shock waves through the media. He was asked to comment on a recent
interview in which he expressed interest in the Nazi aesthetic. His mother, on her death bed,
revealed the Jewish man he thought was his father was not. Lars then found out he is German.
Making matters worse, he says he has an "understanding" of Hitler. Co-stars Kristen Dunst and
Charlotte Gainsborough (Jewish) are horrified. _ Reuters later
prints that the comments were made in jest. What a sense of humor this guy has. He could do
stand up. Festival officials promptly throw him out of town and cancel his post-premiere party
that night. What a sorry mess for such a good film.

This story is as crazy as the other hot gossip of the day that Arnold Schwarzenegger aka "The

was sleeping with the maid of twenty years and had the
love child around the house so Maria Shriver could watch the half-brothers (her son with Arnold
born days apart) grow up together. This is the reel to real suspension of disbelief.

The Hollywood Reporter’s editorial director Janice Min and publisher Lori Burgess host a cocktail

party at the Martinez beach for Jodie Foster in honor of her directing “The Beaver” with Mel
Gibson. Keeping with the Nazi theme, Holocaust denier’s son Mel Gibson got a standing ovation
the night before at the Palais for his - performance as a tortured soul. Not a stretch.

2" where wedd[ng guests witness

Countess Nathalie von Bismark (an Israeli Jew) married to Count Carl, throws a cocktail party at
the Carlton to celebrate a screenplay she has written about his Swedish grandmother, Ann-
Marie Tengbom . Princess von Bismark-Schonhausen and her sympathetic efforts to help

displaced people after the war. Can’t wait to see the film. I've never been to a cocktail party for
a script.

Cinema for Peace holds its inaugural Cannes dinner and where Sean
Penn's humanitarian work in Haiti is acknowledged. Sean hosts table in the

middle of the room with Leonardo DiCaprio, Harvey Weinstein, Roberta Armani and Vladislav

Doronin who each pledge _ Also sitting with them is Robert De

Niro, Ryan Gosling, Uma Thurman, Naomi Campbell, Rosario Dawson “ Leo
tells me he is excited to go to Australia to start work on Baz Luhrmann’s “The Great Gatsby.”
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Oddly there is another Haitian _ on the same night at the same time. This
one hosted by Paul Haggis to benefit Artists for Peace and Justice. Milla Jovovich, Ryan
Kavanaugh, Karolina Kurkova and Jane Fonda co-host at the Chopard Lounge at the -
Celebrity supporters include Peter Fonda, Kenneth Cole, Patrick Dempsey, Angela Lindvall and

Michelle Rodriguez.

Thursday, May 19*

_I as a wealthy, cultured and respected Madrid plastic

surgeon. This highly anticipated film explores themes of sexuality and identity. | immediately
campaign to

The worlds of film, fashion and music unite at amfAR’s annual Cinema Against AIDS gala at the
Hotel du Cap hosted by Bold Films, Chopard and The Weinstein Company. anew
record by Every celebrity  have mentioned s here.
and fiancé Charlene Wittstock offering personal tennis and swimming
lessons with lunch at the palace thrown in for 51.4 million (it was sold twice). | wonder if they
play doubles.

_ corner in the du Cap bar with Naomi Campbell and Brooke Shields.

It's fascinating to see two of the most famous faces in the world discussing the longevity of their
careers.

Naomi talks about her 41* birthday on Saturdav and tries to figure out Vlad's surprise

destination celebration (it's Capri). ith, he played host to SDD of the world's
chicest fashionistas at the du Cap, | and wrote
about. Thls year,

Friday, May 20"

| have invited Debra and David Reuben (normal people, not in the business) to the premiere of
Sean Penn’s “This Must be the Place.” Sean daringly plays a 50 year old American former rock
star who still dresses as a cross between Kiss and Alice Cooper. He is living in a castle in Ireland.
The death of his father, a holocaust survivor, brings him back to his Jewish roots in Brooklyn. He
discovers his father was obsessed with a German guard living in the Mid-West who he tracks

down ferrevenge.

| take the Reubens to the after-party at Cherie Cheri Beach where Courtney Love explains to us

Sean’s character is based on a friend of Bono's. They also meet co-stars David Byrne and Judd
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. who plays the Nazi hunter. /s abit overwhelming for non-pros, so we bolt to the

Saturday, May 21*

Finally a screening we can wear jeans.
Ok, it's sensational. We end up at the
in Antibes for pizza, where the walls are covered with signed photos of

international movie stars. and swears to me it's not him. She
talks about her new book

Sunday, May 22™
Jane gets me a backstage pass to go with her to the closing night ceremonies, at the Palais,

where she an award in perfect French. Kirsten Dunst wins best actress for
“Melancholia” in spite of her director’'s Nazi comments. Famous French actor Jean Dujardin wins
best actor for "The Artist,” a silent film by Best director goes to Nicolas
Winding Refn for the brilliant but bloody ." His star Ryan Gosling grabs his
face and plants a wet kiss on his lips.

The big award of the night, the Palme d’Or, goes to Terrence Malick's
poem,
— Twelve days of four hours sleep a night leaves me

in a state of total cinematic euphoria and social exhaustion. Next stop, Al Pacino’s being
honored at the Venice Film Festival in September and I'm packed...and then there's always
Telluride and Toronto.
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